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MOLD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  District,  together  with  the  Report  of  the  Public 
Health  Inspector,  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1964. 

There  were  170  live  births,  10  more  than  in  1963,  giving 
a birth  rate  higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wales. 

Still  births  totalled  1,  compared  with  1 in  1963.  Deaths 
numbered  80.  The  leading  causes  of  death  were  again  cir- 
culatory diseases  and  cancer.  Table  IV  gives  an  analysis 
of  the  causes  of  death.  Once  again  there  were  no  deaths 
associated  with  pregnancy  and  childbirth. 

There  were  4 deaths  of  infants  under  a vear  old,  com- 
pared with  7 in  1963,  6 in  1962  and  4 in  1961. 

During  the  year  there  were  9 notifications  of  infectious 
disease  (excluding  tuberculosis).  There  were  no  cases  of 
poliomyelitis  or  diphtheria.  No  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were 
reported.  There  were  no  deaths  from  this  complaint. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  continued  to  visit  Mold 
every  three  weeks.  912  persons  were  examined  during  the 
year. 

B.C.G.  vaccination  against  tuberculosis  continued  in 
local  schools. 

Poliomyelitis  vaccination  continued,  the  local  acceptance 
rate  being  very  high. 

I commend  to  you  the  Report  of  the  Public  Health  In- 
spector. This  deals  with  the  large  mass  of  day  to  day  work 
which  is  carried  out  in  a Health  Department. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Council  and  the  Officers  for  the 
help  which  has  been  freely  given  throughout  the  year. 


I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

D.  J.  FRASER, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Town  Hall, 

Earl  Road,  Mold. 

Telephone — Mold  176  (Office),  Mold  316  (Home). 
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VITAL  STATISTICS,  1964. 

Population  : Registrar  General’s  estimate  at 

mid-year  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,350 

Census,  1961  ...  ...  6,857 

Live  Births  : 

Number  ...  ...  ...  170 

Rate  per  1000  population  ...  ...  ...  ...  23.12 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births  2.94 

Still  Births  ; 

Number  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rate  per  1000  total  live  births  and  still  births  ...  5.85 

Total  live  and  still  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  171 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1 year) ...  4 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  : 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1000  total  live  births  ...  23.52 

Legitimate  infants  deaths  per  1000  legitimate 

live  births  ...  ...  24.24 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1000  illegitimate 

live  births  ...  ...  Nil 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks 

per  1000  total  live  births)  ...  ...  ...  17.64 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under 

1 week  per  1000  total  live  births)  ...  ...  17.64 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still  births  and  deaths 

under  1 week  combined  per  1000  total  live 

and  still  births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  23.39 

Maternal  mortality  (including  abortion)  : 

Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births  ...  Nil 

Deaths  (from  all  causes)  ...  80 
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SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  INCLUDNG  CHIEF 

INDUSTRIES. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  area  under  this  head- 
ing during  the  year  under  review. 

Area  in  acres — 1,160  statutory  acres. 

Population  (Census  1961) — 6,857. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses — 2,135. 

Rateable  Value — £209,771  at  September  1964. 

Product  of  a penny  rate — £847  (1964-65). 

The  various  vital  statistics  are  listed  below  in  tabular 
form.  For  the  purposes  of  comparison,  figures  for  last  year 
are  given  and,  where  appropriate,  the  rates  for  England  and 
Wales  as  a whole. 


TABLE  I.  Live  Births. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

79 

86 

165 

Illegitimate 

2 

3 

5 

Total 

81 

89 

170 

Live  Birth  Rate  per 

1000  Population  : — 

1957— 14.65 

1958— 20.00 

1959— 17.51 

1960— 18.62 

1961— 19.29 

1962— 20.42 

1963— 22.50 

1964— 23.12 

England  and  Wales  : Live  Birth  Rate  per  1000  Population  : — 

1957— 16.1 

1958— 16.4 

1959— 16.5 

1960— 17.1 

1961— 17.4 

1962— 18.0 

1963— 18.2 

1964— 18.4 
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These  figures  show  a rise  in  the  local  birth  rate.  There 
were  170  live  births,  compared  with  160  in  1963,  143  in  1962 
and  132  in  1961. 

The  Registrar  General’s  “ Comparability  Factor  ” being 
1.00,  the  corrected  birth  rate  is  23.12  per  1000  population. 

TABLE  II.  Still  Births. 


Males.  Females.  Total. 


Legitimate  ...  1 ...  — ...  1 

Illegitimate  ...  — ...  — ...  — 

Total  ...  1 — 1 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  total  Live  and  Still  Births : — 

1957_30.30 

1958— 36.49 

1959— 48.78 

1960— 45.80 

1961— 22.22 

1962— 13.79 

1963— 6.21 

1964— 5.85 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  Population : — 

1957— 0.45 

1958— 0.75 

1959— 0.89 

1960— 0.89 

1961— 0.43 

1962— 0.28 

1963— 0.14 

1964— 0.13 
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England  and  Wales  : Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000 
Live  and  Still  Births  : — 

1957— 22.4 

1958— 16.4 

1959— 20.7 

1960— 19.7 

1961— 18.7 

1962— 18.1 

1963— 17.2 

1964— 16.4 

There  was  1 still  birth  in  1964  compared  with  1 in  1963, 
2 in  1962,  3 in  1961,  6 in  1960,  6 in  1959  and  5 in  1958. 


TABLE  III.  Death  (General)  Rate  : — 

All  ages  (all  causes) — Males  40,  Females  40,  Total  80, 
compared  with  83  in  1963,  75  in  1962,  99  in  1961,  84  in  1960 
end  82  in  1959. 

1957— 10.22 

1958— 13.48 

1959— 12.27 

1960— 12.51 

1961— 14.47 

1962— 10.71 

1963— 11.67 

1964— 10.88 


England  and  Wales  : Death  Rate  per  1000  Population  : — 

1957— 11.50 

1958— 11.7 

1959— 11.6 

1960— 11.5 

1961— 12.0 

1962— 11.9 

1963— 12.2 

1964— 11.3 

There  has  been  a fall  in  the  crude  death  rate  for  the 
Mold  Urban  District.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 
11.3.  The  rate  for  Mold  is  lower  than  that  for  England 
and  Wales  as  a whole.  There  were  80  deaths. 
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TABLE  IV.  Deaths  (General)  Analysis. 

Rate  per  1000 


Causes. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Populat 

Cancer  of  stomach 

2 

2 

4 

0.54 

Cancer  of  lung,  bronchus 

1 

— 

1 

0.14 

Cancer  of  breast 

— 

2 

2 

0.27 

Cancer  of  other  organs 

4 

5 

9 

1.22 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

3 

7 

10 

1.36 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

11 

8 

19 

2.58 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

1 

2 

0.27 

Other  heart  disease 

1 

5 

6 

0.81 

Other  circulatory  disease 

1 

1 

2 

0.27 

Bronchitis 

— 

1 

1 

0.14 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

2 

0.27 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

— 

1 

0.14 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  disease 

6 

6 

12 

1.63 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

— 

3 

0.40 

All  other  accidents 

2 

2 

0.27 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gastritis,  enteritis,  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

— 

1 

0.14 

Respiratory  tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Leukaemia 

1 

— 

1 

0.14 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

0.14 

Suicide 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

Nephritis,  nephrosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

Total 

1 

40 

40 

1 

80 

0.14 

From  this  table  it  is  seen  that  the  leading  causes  of  death 
are  circulatory  diseases  with  39  deaths  and  cancer  in  one 
form  or  another  with  16  deaths.  There  were  no  deaths  from 
tuberculosis.  Bronchitis  caused  1 death,  pneumonia  2,  motor 
accidents  3,  other  accidents  2,  influenza  none. 

TABLE  V.  Deaths  (Childbirth)— Nil. 

There  were  no  deaths  attributable  to  pregnancy  or  child- 
birth. 
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TABLE  VI.  Death  Rate  (Infantile)  — that  is,  infants  under 
one  year  old  : — 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total 


Males.  Females.  Total. 
3 ...  1 


3 1 4 


Infantile  Death  Rate  of  Legitimate  babies  per  1000 
Legitimate  Births  : — 

1957— 32.25 

1958— 16.52 

1959— 17.63 

1960— 24.79 

1961— 32.00 

1962— 36.49 

1963— 38.72 

1964— 24.24 

Infantile  Death  Rate  of  Illegitimate  babies  per  1000 
Illegitimate  Births  : — 

1957_Nil 

1958—  Nil 

1959—  Nil 

1960—  Nil 

1961—  Nil 

1962— 166.66 

1963— 200.00 

1964— Nil 

Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1000  Live  Births  (Legitimate 
and  Illegitimate)  : — 

1957— 31.25 

1958— 15.15 

1959_  17.09 

1960— 24.00 

1961— 30.30 

1962— 41.95 

1963— 43.75 

1964— 23.52 
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England  and  Wales  : Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1000 
Live  Births  : — 

1957— 23.0 

1958— 22.5 

1959— 22.0 

1960— 21.7 

1961— 21.4 

1962— 21.6 

1963— 21.1 

1964— 20.0 

There  were  4 deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  old,  com- 
pared with  7 in  1963. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 

Officers — The  other  Officers  serving  the  Urban  District 
during  the  year  were  : — 

Clerk— E.  H.  Rees,  A.I.M.T.A. 

Treasurer — A.  J.  Hutchings. 

Surveyor — E.  J.  Stokes,  C.  Eng.,  M.I.  Mun.  E. 

Laboratory  Facilities — Provided  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratories  at  Conway  and  Chester,  and  the  Public  Analyst, 
Chester. 

Ambulance  Services — Provided  by  the  Flintshire  County 
Council.  Ambulances  are  stationed  within  the  Urban  Area 
on  a 24-hour  service. 

Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing  Services  are  provided  by 
the  County  Council.  Two  District  Nurse/Midwives  reside  in 
the  area. 

Home  Help — This  service  is  provided  by  the  County 
Council.  Persons  requiring  home  help  should  get  in  touch 
with  the  Home  Help  Organiser  at  the  County  Health  De- 
partment or  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Tuberculosis. 

Clinics — “ Oaklands,”  Chester  Road,  Queensferry  ; Wed- 
nesdays at  9-30  a.m.  The  Clinic,  Grosvenor  Road,  Wrex- 
ham ; Mondays  at  9-30  a.m. 
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Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

The  Clinic,  Mold.  First  and  third  Mondays  of  the  month 
at  9-30  a.m. 

School  Clinic. 

The  Clinic,  King  Street,  Mold.  Wednesdays  at  9-30 

a.m. 

Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation. 

The  Clinic,  King  Street,  Mold.  First  Friday  of  each 
month,  2 to  4 p.m. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis. 

This  is  done  in  the  schools  and  at  Chest  Clinics, 

Dental  Clinic. 

School  children  and  expectant  mothers  are  treated  at  the 
Clinic,  King  Street,  Mold,  by  appointment. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

Shotton — New  Clinic,  Central  School.  First  and  third 
Wednesdays  of  each  month  at  10  a.m.,  and  at  Wrexham  and 
Holywell. 

Infant  Welfare. 

The  Clinic,  King  Street,  Mold.  Wednesdays  at  1-30 

p.m. 

Ophthalmic  Clinic. 

The  Clinic,  King  Street,  Mold.  The  second  and  fourth 
Mondays  of  the  month  at  1-30  p.m.  (by  appointment). 

Speech  Therapy  Clinic. 

The  Clinic,  King  Street,  Mold.  Second  and  fourth  Tues- 
days of  the  month. 

Health  Visiting. 

Health  Visitor/ School  Nurses  are  provided  by  the 
County  Council.  These  Nurses  visit  children  in  their  homes 
up  to  school  age,  and  attend  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic 
sessions. 

Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After  Care. 

This  service  is  maintained  by  close  liaison  between  the 
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Medical  Officer,  Health  Visitor /School  Nurses,  Tuberculosis 
Health  Visitors,  Home  Help  Organiser,  the  Welfare  Depart- 
ment, the  County  Health  Department,  and  voluntary  bodies, 
including  associations  caring  for  the  blind  and  deaf,  and 
those  otherwise  handicapped. 

Vaccination  is  carried  out  by  general  medical  practi- 
tioners, but  it  may  be  done  by  the  Medical  Officer  on  request. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948  (Section  47).  (Removal  to 
suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and 
tention). 

No  cases  were  dealt  with  under  this  heading  during  the 
year,  but  several  cases  were  visited  in  this  connection. 

Hospitals. 

Hospital  accommodation  is  provided  by  the  Clwyd  and 
Deeside  Hospital  Management  Committee.  Mold  Cottage 
Hospital  remains  in  use  and  provides  services  for  local  resi- 
dents. Patients  are  admitted  to  other  hospitals  in  the  dis- 
trict, mainly  in  Wrexham  and  Chester.  The  provision  of 
out-patient  facilities  at  Mold  is  much  appreciated  by  local 
residents. 


Prevalence  and  control  of  Notifiable  Diseases 
(excluding  Tuberculosis),  1964. 


TABLE  VII. 

Diseases. 

Cases  notified. 

Deaths 

notified. 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 (0)  ... 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

- (0)  - 

• — 

Measles 

6 (0)  ... 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia 

- (0)  ... 

2 

Meningitis 

- (1)  ... 

— 

Erysipelas 

- (0)  ... 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

- (0)  ... 

■ — 

Dysentery 

I (0)  ... 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- (0)  ... 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

- (2)  ... 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

- (1)  ... 

— 

Total  ...  9 (4)  2 


Figures  in  brackets  are  those  for  1963. 
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TABLE  VIII. 

Analysis  of  Notifiable  Diseases.  The  figures  shown  in 
column  I of  the  previous  table  are  analysed  in  age  groups 
below. 


Disease.  Under  1.  1-4.  5-9.  10-14. 

Measles  ...  — 5 1 — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  — — 1 1 

Dysentery  ...  1 — — — 

There  were  no  cases  of  infantile  paralysis  (poliomyelitis). 
There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  during  the  year.  Influenza 
of  a mild  type  was  prevalent  in  the  spring  causing  no  deaths. 
Combined  vaccination  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough 
and  tetanus  is  now  available.  Most  mothers  now  have  their 
children  protected.  Chickenpox  and  mumps  were  prevalent 
amongst  the  younger  children. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  cases  notified  during  1964. 


Non- 

Age  Groups.  Respiratory.  Respiratory.  Total. 

Under  5 years 
5-14  years 
15-24  „ 

25-44  „ 

45-64  „ 

65  and  over 


All  ages 


There  were  no  notifications  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis, 
compared  with  2 in  1963,  2 in  1962,  and  6 in  1961.  There  were 
no  deaths  from  this  complaint. 

Mass  X-Ray  Surveys. 

It  was  decided  in  1957  to  have  regular  visits  by  the  Semi- 
Static  Mass  X-Ray  Unit,  the  Unit  being  stationed  at  the 
County  Hall  Field  for  one  whole  day  every  three  weeks. 
This  new  system  began  operating  in  July,  1957,  and  results 
have  been  satisfactory.  Adults  and  children  of  thirteen  years 
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and  over  can  attend,  with  or  without  a doctor’s  letter,  and 
this  procedure  has  continued  since.  912  persons  were  exam- 
ined during  the  year — an  average  of  54  persons  per  visit  of 
the  Unit. 

In  addition  to  the  above  programme,  the  Mass  X-Ray 
Unit  continues  to  visit  schools,  factories  and  other  works  in 
the  County. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis. 

This  service  continued  during  1964.  Vaccination  is 
offered  to  all  suitable  secondary  school  pupils  between  12  and 
14  years.  The  children  are  “skin-tested”  in  school,  and 
those  with  a negative  reaction  are  given  the  necessary  single 
injection. 

Anti-Poliomyelitis  Vaccination. 

During  1964  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  continued. 

In  February,  1962,  the  Sabin  vaccine — a live  vaccine 
given  by  mouth — was  introduced  at  Mold  Clinic.  This 
method  is  used  at  all  Clinics  and  is  well  received.  Three 
doses  of  three  drops  of  vaccine  are  given  at  intervals  of  one 
month. 


REPORT  OF  THE 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  work  of  the  department  is  still  expanding  and  as 
always  all  the  progress  and  improvements  it  had  been  hoped 
to  achieve  in  the  year  were  not  realised. 

The  appointment  of  Miss  Blackwell  as  Clerk/Typist  has 
allowed  Mr.  Price  and  myself  more  time  to  carry  out  inspec- 
tions by  relieving  us  of  routine  clerical  work. 

A change  in  the  occupier  of  the  slaughterhouse  during 
the  year  meant  a considerable  increase  in  the  time  it  was 
necessary  to  spend  on  meat  inspection  outside  normal  work- 
ing hours.  Regular  evening  slaughter  together  with  Saturday 
and  Sunday  work  began  interfering  with  other  routine  work, 
and  the  Council  in  December  agreed  to  appoint  Mr.  G.  A. 
Wynne  to  assist  by  carrying  out  meat  inspection  duties  every 
other  weekend  and  one  day  each  week.  Mr.  Wynne  is  a 
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qualified  Public  Health  Inspector  now  working  outside  local 
government  and  his  appointment  should  help  considerably 
in  easing  the  overtime  burden. 

There  were  no  changes  at  all  in  the  outdoor  staff  during 
the  year.  Considering  the  amount  of  staffing  troubles  most 
Authorities  are  having  this  is  something  we  can  be  pleased 
about  as  it  does  help  enormously  in  maintaining  reasonably 
economical  and  efficient  public  health  services. 


Type  and  Number  of  Inspections. 

Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  219 

Housing  Acts  ...  353 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  Hygiene 

Regulations  ...  431 

Refuse  Collection  ...  ...  ...  110 

Refuse  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  61 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  8 

Meat  Inspection  (at  slaughterhouses)  ...  353 

Meat  Inspection  (at  butchers’  shops)  ...  — 

Salvage  ...  1 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  20 

National  Assistance  ...  3 

Disinfestation  ...  5 

Public  Conveniences  ...  39 

P.M.  Room  and  Mortuary  ...  41 

Clean  Air  Act  ...  522 

Street  Stalls  ...  20 

Street  Scavenging  ...  18 

Litter  ...  ...  ...  11 

Improvement  Grants  93 

Improvement  Loans  ...  — 

Water  Supply  109 

Rats  and  Mice  ...  ...  ...  639 

Petroleum  Acts  and  Regulations  41 

Factories  ...  38 

Pet  Animals  Act  ...  5 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 2 

Offensive  Trades  ...  14 

Drainage  ...  80 

Shops  1 

Market  Hall  ...  ...  ...  14 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  ...  ...  26 
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Notices  Served. 

Formal : 

Housing  Act,  1956 — 

Section  170  ...  ...  ...  1 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 — 

Section  39  ...  ...  ...  — 

Section  45  ...  ...  ...  ■ — 

Section  93  ...  ...  ...  1 

Section  75  ...  ...  ...  1 

Section  24  ...  ...  ...  2 

Informal : 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 — 

Section  39  ...  ...  ...  5 

Section  45  ...  ...  ...  7 

Section  75  ...  ...  ...  4 

Section  93  ...  9 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956  ...  ...  ...  3 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960  ...  39 

Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act,  1928  ...  ...  4 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963  7 


Water  Supply. 

On  1st  April,  1964,  the  responsibility  for  supplying  water 
to  the  Mold  Urban  District  passed  from  the  Wales  Gas  Board 
to  the  newly  created  Central  Flintshire  Water  Board.  The 
Board  includes  three  Councillors  of  the  Mold  Urban  District 
Council  amongst  its  members.  It  has  been  generally  appre- 
ciated for  some  time  that  the  Wales  Gas  Board  were  not 
particularly  interested  in  the  Mold  water  supply,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  in  due  course  the  new  Board  will  be  able  to  get 
down  to  renewing  many  of  the  very  old  mains  in  various 
parts  of  the  town.  Some  of  these  mains  are  over  sixty  years 
old  and  badly  encrusted,  others  of  steel  are  between  thirty 
and  forty-five  years  old  and  renewal  cannot  be  postponed 
indefinitely. 

During  the  winter  months  the  water  comes  more  or  less 
entirely  from  the  Brithdir  Mawr  reservoir,  which  was  built 
in  1894  and  has  a capacity  of  only  8,000,000  gallons.  This  is 
inadequate  in  spring,  summer  and  autumn  unless  the 
weather  is  exceptionally  wet,  and  the  bulk  of  Mold  water 
has  then  to  be  obtained  from  the  Birkenhead  supply.  It  has 
not  been  necessary  to  cut  off  the  supply  to  the  whole  or  any 
part  of  the  district  because  of  water  shortage  during  the  year. 
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Chlorination  of  the  Brithdir  Mawr  water  is  carried  out 
immediately  it  leaves  the  reservoir,  but,  as  there  is  a service 
reservoir  (capacity  800,000  gallons)  at  Gwernymynydd,  and 
the  houses  in  the  locality  are  supplied  from  this  point,  by  the 
time  the  water  reaches  Mold  there  is  little  or  no  free  chlorine 
in  it.  The  supply  has  been  tested  on  numerous  occasions  in 
various  parts  of  the  town,  using  a chloroscope,  but  I have 
always  failed  to  find  free  chlorine. 

Complaints  have  been  received  of  inadequate  supplies 
of  water,  particularly  on  Mondays,  in  the  higher  part  of  the 
town.  These  complaints,  along  with  regular  ones  relating  to 
dirty  water,  are  due  to  the  condition  and  layout  of  the  mains 
in  the  areas  concerned.  The  Water  Board  have  renewed  one 
long  section  of  main  and  improved  the  water  pressure  avail- 
able to  another  area  of  the  town  whilst  flushing  the  dead  ends 
where  the  ring  main  system  is  not  in  operation  removes  the 
sediment  from  the  mains  temporarily. 

Forty  samples  of  mains  water  were  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  in  Chester  for  bacteriological 
analysis,  eight  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  Repeat 
samples  were  taken  immediately  where  the  unsatisfactory 
results  were  obtained  and  in  all  cases  the  second  samples  were 
in  order. 

As  a result  of  the  sample  of  water  taken  in  December, 
1963,  which  indicated  the  presence  of  0.8  p.p.m.  of  lead,  three 
chemical  samples  were  taken  and  three  for  examination  for 
lead.  The  three  chemical  samples  were  all  reported  as  satis- 
factory whilst  the  three  samples  for  plumbo  solvency  showed 
the  presence  of  0.1  p.p.m.,  0.6  p.p.m.,  0.2  p.p.m.  of  lead  res- 
pectively. A certain  amount  of  correspondence  passed  be- 
tween the  Engineer  to  the  Water  Board  and  myself  regard- 
ing these  samples  and  the  importance  of  doing  something 
to  correct  the  pH  value  which  we  believed  to  be  causing  the 
trouble.  Tbe  Engineer  took  the  view  that  there  were  no  lead 
service  pipes  being  laid  today,  although  this  is  true  in  Mold 
there  are  still  a large  number  of  old  houses  with  these  pipes. 
He  also  stated  that  nobody  drinks  water  first  thing  in  the 
morning  without  letting  the  water  run  for  some  time  : a 
random  check  around  the  staff  and  a number  of  Council 
house  tenants  failed  to  find  any  person  who  admitted  to  run- 
ning off  any  water  before  use  first  thing  in  the  morning. 
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Finally,  the  Engineer  quoted  the  maximum  recommended 
level  of  lead  in  water  as  O.lp.p.m.,  and  that  it  was  a matter 
of  Board  policy  to  have  regard  to  the  expenses  involved  in 
relation  to  the  good  it  would  achieve.  It  was  difficult  to  find 
any  text  book  that  accepted  any  quantity  of  lead  as  per- 
missible, and  the  Food  Standards  Committee  of  the  Ministry 
of  Food,  in  their  Report  on  Lead  in  Food,  1951,  stated  that 
“ it  is  important  to  ensure  that  all  water  supplies  are  free 
from  lead.”  In  June  the  Water  Board  approved  the  instal- 
lation of  a pH  Corrector,  but  due  to  difficulties  in  acquiring 
the  necessary  land  and  installing  the  Corrector,  the  work  had 
not  been  carried  out  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

A chemical  sample  of  mains  water  taken  in  December 


was  reported  upon  as  follows  : — 

Appearance  clear  and  colourless 

Odour  nil 

Reaction,  pH  6.7 

parts  per  million 

Total  solids  87 

Nitrogen  as  free  and  saline  ammonia  0.01 

Nitrogen  as  albuminoid  ammonia  0.01 

Nitrogen  as  nitrites  Nil 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates  0.0 

Chlorides,  as  Cl  20 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate 

in  4 hours  at  27  deg.  C.  1.8 

Total  hardness  34 

Temporary  hardness  16 

Permanent  hardness  18 

Alkalinity  16 

Free  chlorine  nil 

Potassium,  as  K 0.4 

Anionic  synthetic  detergents  Nil 

Manganese,  as  Mn  less  than  0.025 

Cyanides  and  thiocyanates  nil 

Poisonous  metals  nil 


Opinion  : 

The  organic  condition  of  this  water  is  satisfactory. 

The  amount  of  water  supplied  to  the  Mold  Urban  Dis- 
trict for  trade  and  domestic  purposes  during  the  year 
amounted  to  130,000,000  gallons,  or  approximately  45  gallons 


per  person  per  day.  There  are  now  no  houses  relynig  on 
stand-pipes,  the  hve  houses  concerned  last  year  having  been 
demolished. 

Post  Mortem  Room  and  Mortuary. 

There  have  been  no  complaints  during  the  year.  Char- 
ges continued  to  be  made  when  the  accommodation  was  used 
for  the  bodies  of  persons  who  had  resided  outside  the  Urban 
District — £2  in  the  case  of  the  Post  Mortem  Room  and  10/- 
for  the  Mortuary.  Forty-five  post  mortems  were  carried  out 
during  the  year  and  the  mortuary  was  used  only  twenty- 
four  times.  It  still  appears  from  the  small  number  of  oc- 
casions that  use  was  made  of  the  mortuary,  the  general 
public  are  reluctant  to  depart  from  the  view  that  bodies 
should  remain  at  home  until  burial.  It  may  be  that  gradually 
people  will  realise  that  we  have  provided  a clean  and  well 
decorated  premises  and  that  with  modern  small  roomed 
houses,  to  consider  using  a mortuary  is  not  showing  disres- 
pect in  any  way. 

Food  and  Drugs  Administration. 

The  routine  examination  of  food  premises  continues 
slowly  and  more  premises  have  been  improved  or  modernised 
to  comply  with  legislation.  The  comparative  large  number 
of  food  premises  in  Mold  for  the  size  of  the  population  does 
not  help  in  speeding  up  progress. 

Some  premises  are  invariably  scrupulously  clean  whereas 
others  always  leave  something  to  be  desired.  Generally  the 
standards  of  food  hygiene  are  not  improving  and  there  seems 
little  interest  from  the  public  in  what  should  be  to  everyone 
a matter  of  considerable  importance.  Complaints  about 
foreign  bodies  continue  to  be  made  but  it  is  very  rare  to  re- 
ceive a complaint  about  lack  of  hygiene,  or  to  hear  of  a 
member  of  the  public  complaining  to  a shop-keeper  because 
they  do  not  think  the  conditions  or  practices  are  as  good 
as  they  should  be. 

An  increase  from  six  to  nine  complaints  were  received  in- 
volving unsatisfactory  food.  Details  of  these  complaints  re- 
ceived and  the  subsequent  action  are  as  follows  : — 

(a)  An  empty  cellophane  pt^cket  which  had  contained  sul- 
tanas was  brought  into  the  office  with  a live  worm  in- 
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side  it.  As  there  was  no  proof  that  the  worm  was 
actually  in  the  pack  with  the  sultanas,  and  the  Head 
of  the  Department  of  Zoology,  University  College  of 
North  Wales,  identified  the  worm  as  one  some  times 
found  in  fish  and  could  not  suggest  any  connection 
with  fruit,  no  action  was  taken. 

(h)  A loaf  of  sliced  bread  was  sold  showing  a fair  amount 
of  green  mould  growth  and  red  streaks  along  the  crust. 
There  was  a certain  amount  of  time  lag  in  this  case 
and  it  was  dealt  with  by  a warning  letter  to  the  manu- 
facturer. 

(c)  A small  pork  pie  was  sold  affected  with  green  mould. 
On  examination  of  similar  pies  on  sale  at  the  shop  a 
second  pie  was  found  to  be  affected  with  mould.  The 
proprietors  of  the  shop  were  prosecuted  under  Section 
2,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  and  fined. 

(d)  Ground  almonds  purchased  from  the  same  shop  as  (c) 
were  also  found  to  be  affected  with  mould.  The  pro- 
prietors of  the  shop  were  prosecuted  under  Section  2, 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  and  fined. 

(e)  A sliced  loaf  was  sold  containing  a small  area  of  what 
the  Analyst  eventually  reported  as  soiled  dough.  A 
warning  letter  was  sent  to  the  manufacturers. 

(f)  A small  meat  pie  was  sold  containing  a small  fly.  The 
complainant  lived  in  London  and  said  that  he  did  not 
wish  to  be  involved  in  Court  proceedings.  A warning 
letter  was  sent. 

(g)  A small  quantity  of  stewing  steak  was  purchased  and 
found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption.  A Justice 
of  the  Peace  condemned  the  food  in  accordance  with 
Section  9,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  and  the  Vendor 
was  subsequently  prosecuted  under  Section  8.  The 
Court  found  him  not  guilty  of  selling  unfit  food  al- 
though the  Chairman  of  the  Bench  said  that  the  Coun- 
cil were  right  to  institute  proceedings  in  this  case. 

(h)  A half  pound  of  sausages  were  sold  which  were  sour. 
The  Council  instituted  proceedings  under  Section  2, 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955.  The  Vendor  pleaded 
guilty  and  was  fined  £20. 
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(i)  A tin  of  luncheon  meat  was  sold  and  the  meat  was 
subsequently  found  to  be  badly  discoloured  where  it 
had  been  in  contact  with  the  can.  A thin  slice  of  the 
discoloured  portion  of  meat  contained  2,200  p.p.m.  of 
iron  and  1,250  p.p.m.  of  tin.  The  Council  decided  to 
institute  proceedings  under  Section  2,  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1955. 

Forty-four  premises  are  registered  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  to  sell  ice  cream,  but  only  one  firm  manufacture 
their  own  product  within  the  town.  Four  samples  of  the  ice 
cream  manufactured  in  Mold  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  for  examination  and  all  were  graded  as 
Class  I. 

Five  premises  are  registered  for  the  preparation  or  manu- 
facture of  sausages  or  potted,  pickled,  pressed  or  preserved 
food  intended  for  sale  in  accordance  with  Section  16,  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955.  Ten  samples  of  sausage  meat  were 
taken  for  bacteriological  analysis,  more  than  half  were  un- 
satisfactory. Efforts  have  been  made  to  make  manufacturers 
realise  the  scrupulous  need  for  care  in  looking  after  their 
equipment  and  the  value  of  detergent  sterilisers  when  used 
correctly. 

In  January  a lot  of  publicity  was  given  in  the  press  and 
on  television  to  the  use  of  powders  containing  nicotinic  acid 
and  other  substances  to  freshen  meat.  A number  of  nico- 
tinic acid  poisoning  cases  had  been  notified  and  as  a result 
of  this  meat  traders  were  recommended  not  to  use  any  more 
of  these  powders  until  the  Ministry  could  make  full  enquiries. 
All  the  butchers  in  the  area  were  visited  and  requested  not 
to  use  these  freshening  powders,  one  trader  handed  over  a 
full  tin  which  we  arranged  to  have  destroyed.  The  Meat 
(Treatment)  Regulations,  1964,  were  made  by  the  Ministry 
and  came  into  operation  on  23rd  January.  These  Regulations 
made  it  an  offence  to  sell  meat  for  human  consumption 
which  contains  any  added  substance  of  a kind  specified  in 
the  Schedule  to  the  Regulations.  One  of  these  substances  was 
nicotinic  acid. 

A great  deal  of  time  was  spent  during  June  visiting  all 
the  shops  and  food  establishments  in  the  area  to  check, 
firstly,  whether  they  sold  corned  beef  or  tongue  in  or  from 
6 lb.  tins  and,  if  so,  checking  the  code  numbers  on  the  tins. 
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This  was  necessary  in  view  of  the  outbreak  of  typhoid  at 
Aberdeen,  which  was  believed  to  be  caused  from  one  or  two 
imported  batches  of  corned  beef. 

The  following  foods  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption  and  voluntarily  surrendered  : — 


Fruit 

173  tins 

Vegetables 

131  tins 

Fish 

33  tins 

Meat 

109  tins 

Sultanas 

30  lbs. 

Fish 

93  stones 

Salami 

4 lbs. 

Bacon 

36  lbs. 

Lambs’  Liver 

10  lbs. 

Roast  Pork 

28  lbs. 

Chopped  Ham 

15  lbs. 

Chicken  Croquettes 

7|  dozen 

Gammon 

13  lbs. 

Ham 

39  lbs. 

Chicken 

69  lbs. 

Packets  of  Frozen  Foods 

3,011 

Sugar 

161  lbs. 

Potatoes 

15  lbs. 

Lard 

39  lbs. 

Flour 

234  lbs. 

Soup 

116  tins 

Tea 

13  lbs. 

Slaughterhouse  and  Meat  Inspection. 

Slaughtering  has  continued  in  the  one  licensed  slaughter- 
house, a new  occupier  taking  over  from  the  beginning  of 
October.  Prior  to  the  change  in  occupation  conditions  had 
not  been  satisfactory  and  the  occupier  had  been  informed  in 
no  uncertain  terms  that  unless  things  improved  considerably 
the  licence  would  not  be  renewed.  The  new  occupier  was 
given  a long  list  of  all  the  contraventions  of  the  various 
Regulations  when  he  took  over  and  it  is  hoped  that  during 
the  coming  months  the  premises  and  general  slaughtering 
practices  will  be  considerably  improved. 

There  is  only  one  qualified  Inspector  at  Mold  and  slaugh- 
tering now  takes  place  every  day  of  the  week  except  Thurs- 
day and  Friday.  Late  night  slaughtering  on  Mondays  and 
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Tuesdays  has  added  to  the  difficulties  of  trying  to  cope  with 
weekend  killing.  The  engagement  of  Mr.  G.  A.  Wynne  to 
help  out  by  inspecting  meat  alternate  weekends  and  Tues- 
days of  each  week  will  no  doubt  help  to  ease  the  burden  and 
leave  time  for  other  work. 

The  maximum  charges  possible  are  made  for  inspection, 
namely,  2/6d.  for  a beast,  9d.  for  a pig  and  6d.  for  a sheep 
or  calf.  The  income  received  during  the  year  amounted  to 
£264/12/1.  All  inspected  meat  is  appropriately  marked  to 
indicate  the  name  of  the  Authority  and  the  identity  of  the 
Inspector  responsible. 

For  the  fourth  successive  year  no  cattle  were  found  to  be 
infected  with  tuberculosis,  wffiilst  the  percentage  afEected  with 
cystercercus  bovis  was  halved. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed 

...  568  .. 

. 3 ., 

..  16  ., 

..  5797  .. 

. 1236 

Number  inspected 

...  568  .. 

. 3 ., 

16  .. 

,.  5797  .. 

. 1236 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

1 . 

4 .. 

Part  of  carcases  or  offal 
condemned 

62 

1 . 

52  .. 

14 

Percentage  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

...  11.9  .. 

..  6.25  . 

..  0.93  .. 

. 1.52 

Tuberculosis  only  ; 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Part  carcase  or  offal 
condemned 

15 

Percentage  afEected  with 
tuberculosis 

. 1.20 

Cysticercus  Bovis  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Part  carcase  or  offal 
condemned 

4 

Percentage  afEected  with 
cysticercus  bovis 

...  0.72  ., 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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1 ton  5 cwts,  lbs.  of  meat  and  offal  were  found  to  be 
unfit  for  human  consumption  during  the  year. 

The  Urban  District  Councils  Association  asked  for  the 
Council’s  views  on  two  of  the  proposals  of  the  Committee  of 
Inquiry  into  Fatstock  and  Carcase  Meat  Marketing  and 
Distributors.  The  two  proposals  were  : — 

(1)  The  transference  of  the  responsibility  for  the  licensing 
of  slaughterhouses  to  a proposed  new  Fatstock  and 
Meat  Authority.  This  would  also  mean  the  new  Autho- 
rity being  responsible  for  the  standard  of  hygiene  and 
construction  of  slaughterhouses. 

(2)  The  work  of  inspecting  meat  should  be  the  direct 
centralised  responsibility  of  the  new  Authority. 

The  Council  decided  to  notify  the  Association  that  they 
rejected  the  proposals  and  went  into  some  detail  on  the 
reasons. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958. 

Licences  were  granted  to  seven  persons  permitting  them 
to  slaughter  animals  in  a slaughterhouse  or  knacker’s  yard. 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960. 

There  were  no  complaints  during  the  year  and  therefore 
the  apparent  increased  interest  in  noise  has  not  been  sus- 
tained. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963. 

This  Act  came  into  operation  on  1st  August,  but  occu- 
piers had  three  months  prior  to  this  in  which  to  register  their 
premises  in  accordance  with  the  act.  In  spite  of  national 
publicity  on  television  and  in  newspapers  a lot  of  local  people 
appeared  to  be  unaware  of  this  duty.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Chamber  of  Trade  was  written  to  and  requested  to  inform 
all  his  members  of  their  liabilities  under  the  Act,  and  we 
advertised  ourselves,  in  both  local  newspapers,  reminding 
persons  affected  of  their  duty  to  register  premises.  By  1st 
August,  only  129  premises  had  been  registered  and  the  Com- 
mittee decided  that  letters  should  be  sent  to  the  remainder 
reminding  them  once  again  of  their  obligations  to  register 
and  telling  them  that  if  registrations  were  not  made  by  1st 
October  proceedings  would  be  instituted. 
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The  Annual  Report  required  by  the  Act  and  covering 
the  period  from  the  1st  May  to  the  31st  December  is  as 
follows  : — 


REGISTRATIONS  AND  INSPECTIONS. 


Premises 

Premises 

Registered. 

Inspected. 

Offices 

56 

2 

Retail  Shops 

112 

8 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

9 

— 

Catering  establishments  open 

to 

the  public,  canteens  ... 

11 

1 

Fuel  storage  depots 

4 

— 

PERSONS 

EMPLOYED. 

Number  of 

Class  of  workplace.  persons  employed. 


Offices  ...  ...  ...  242 

Retail  shops  418 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses  ...  41 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public  29 

Canteens  ...  ...  ...  4 

Fuel  storage  depots  ...  ...  ...  10 


Total  ...  ...  744 


Total  Males  ...  260 


Total  Females  ...  484 


Home  Safety  Act,  1961. 

We  still  have  two  B.S.S.  nursery  fireguards  on  show  in 
the  Mold  Clinic  in  an  attempt  to  get  mothers  to  realise  the 
importance  of  using  a well  designed  guard.  Nothing  else 
was  done  under  this  Act  during  1964. 

Litter  Act,  1958. 

The  number  of  litter  bins  sited  in  various  parts  of  the 
town  was  still  approximately  eighty  by  the  end  of  the  year. 
About  twenty  of  these  bins  are  provided  by  a private  firm 
who  pay  the  Council  for  the  privilege  of  attaching  advertise- 
ment plates  to  their  own  receptacles. 
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There  were  no  prosecutions  by  the  Council  under  the 
Litter  Act  during  the  year  but  from  the  Court  reports  the 
Police  have  been  active. 

Scavenging. 

Street  sweeping  is  still  carried  out  partly  by  hand  and 
partly  by  a Corvette  50  mechanical  sweeper.  The  continued 
increase  in  the  length  of  district  roads  has  meant  that  more 
labour  has  had  to  be  used  on  this  work  and  attempts  are  also 
being  made  to  improve  standards.  As  the  various  road  im- 
provement schemes  are  completed  throughout  the  town  the 
inadequate  sweeping  they  had  received  in  the  past  becomes 
more  apparent. 

Disinfestation. 

Complaints  of  cockroach  infestation  appear  to  be 
diminishing  but  the  presence  of  ants  is  being  reported  more 
frequently.  Treatment  in  both  cases  with  Dieldrin  or  Gam- 
mexane  is  usually  effective. 

The  larvae  of  the  wood  beetle  continues  to  cause  damage, 
with  no  concerted  effort  to  deal  with  it. 

Street  Market  and  Market  Hall. 

The  street  market  has  once  again  proved  extremely 
popular  with  both  the  public  and  stall-holders.  The  increase 
in  Saturday  business  has  again  been  maintained  and  has  to 
some  extent  made  up  for  the  financial  loss  suffered  by  having 
last  year  to  reduce  the  length  of  street  available  for  stalls. 
Cleaning  the  street  after  the  Wednesday  market  has  con- 
tinued satisfactorily  and  in  an  attempt  to  improve  the  clear- 
ing after  Saturday  markets  two  men  have  been  persuaded 
to  work  alternate  weeks  brushing  the  streets  after  the  stalls 
are  cleared  away.  The  problem  of  cleaning  on  a Saturday 
evening  has  always  produced  headaches  but  this  new  ar- 
rangement appears  to  hold  out  some  hope  that  we  have  at  long 
last  found  a way  of  coping  with  the  problem. 

The  proposed  modernisation  of  the  Market  Hall  has  been 
postponed  until  it  is  known  how  the  building  will  be  affected 
by  any  redevelopment  of  the  town  centre. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

One  shop  is  licensed  under  this  Act  and  conditions  were 
satisfactory  throughout  the  year. 
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Refuse  Collection. 

The  weekly  system  of  collection  was  maintained  through 
the  year  by  staff  working  over,  before  or  after  Bank  Holidays. 
Persons  coming  to  live  in  Mold  from  other  areas  often  com- 
pare favourably  the  service  here  with  what  they  received  in 
their  last  place  of  residence. 

One  eighteen  cubic  yards  Karrier  rear  loader,  with  dual 
tipper  and  diesel  engine,  is  manned  by  a driver  and  four 
loaders.  As  a type  of  incentive,  whenever  one  of  the  loaders 
is  away  through  sickness  or  holidays  the  remainder  of  the 
gang  complete  the  round  and  share  the  missing  man’s  pay 
between  them. 

The  second  lorry  is  an  eight  year  old  side  loading  Kar- 
rier, with  a capacity  of  seven  cubic  yards.  It  is  manned  at 
present  by  a driver  and  two  loaders,  who  spend  approxi- 
mately two  days  a week  on  the  collection  of  shop  refuse  and 
the  remaining  three  days  on  house  refuse  collection. 

The  surcharge  on  imports  introduced  late  in  the  year 
had  an  effect  on  the  price  that  we  could  obtain  for  unbaled 
waste  paper  and  cardboard.  As  a result  we  again  commenced 
selling  this  material  at  an  agreed  price  of  £3/10/0  per  ton 
delivered  to  New  Brighton.  The  Council  made  very  little 
money  out  of  this  as  slightly  more  work  is  involved,  but  it  has 
the  advantage  of  reducing  the  amount  of  paper  and  card- 
board to  be  dealt  with  on  the  tip. 

The  charges  agreed  for  the  collection  of  trade  refuse  have 
not  been  introduced  as  it  involves  also  changing  the  routes 
of  the  two  vehicles  and  pressure  of  other  work  has  made  this 
impracticable.  It  is  hoped  to  arrange  this  early  in  1965. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

Tipping  has  continued  throughout  the  year  on  the  land 
adjoining  Bromfield  Lane,  one  man  being  fully  engaged  in 
controlling  and  supervising  the  tipping.  A Bristol  Duplex 
bulldozer  has  enabled  us  to  ensure  fully  controlled  tipping 
in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  recommendations. 

Consultations  with  the  Planning  Authority  and  the 
agents  regarding  the  Rhual  gravel  pit  continued  during  the 
year.  The  various  clauses  that  should  be  incorporated  in  the 
lease  before  tipping  commences  were  thoroughly  discussed 
and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  possible  to  agree  the  terms  of 
the  lease  earlv  in  1965. 

j 
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Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 

The  volumetric  smoke  measuring  machine  continued  to 
function  effectively  in  the  position  originally  recommended 
by  a representative  of  the  Department  of  Scientific  and  In- 
dustrial Research.  The  results  for  the  past  two  years  and 
1961  are  as  tabulated  below  in  microgrammes  per  cubic 
metre  per  day  for  each  month. 


1962 

1963 

1964 

January 

396 

264 

February 

326 

216 

March 

121 

256 

April 

152 

101 

May 

71 

81 

June 

65 

73 

July 

52 

49 

August 

63 

68 

49 

September 

146 

91 

94 

October 

124 

142 

239 

November 

207 

253 

220 

December 

229 

289 

172 

On  checking  the  D.S.LR.  results  from  all  the  various 
machines  up  and  down  the  country  there  were  during  the 
winter  ending  March,  1963,  100  machines  sited  in  areas  classi- 
fied like  our  own,  namely,  “ residential  with  medium  density 
housing  surrounded  by  or  interspersed  with  areas  of  low 
density  housing  or  low  potential  smoke  production.”  The 
average  readings  from  these  machines  was  171.9  micro- 
grammes of  smoke  per  cubic  metre  per  day  whilst  that  for 
Mold  for  the  same  period  was  254.  Our  result  was  in  fact 
the  thirteenth  worst  within  the  classification,  which  proved 
that  the  Council’s  decision  in  1962  to  gradually  bring  the 
whole  of  the  town  under  smoke  control  was  a move  in  the 
right  direction. 

Although  the  Mold  Urban  (No.  1)  Smoke  Control  Order 
was  first  advertised  in  February,  1963,  and  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  for  confirmation  shortly  afterwards  matters  were  not 
taken  any  further  during  1963  because  of  changes  in  the 
supply  of  smokeless  fuels.  The  Ministry  Circular  explaining 
the  availability  of  smokeless  fuels  for  the  next  decade  al- 
though received  in  December,  1963,  was  not  discussed  by  the 
Health  Committee  until  1964.  The  Committee  after  several 
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months  of  deliberations  decided  to  proceed  with  the  Order 
on  receiving  assurance  from  the  manufacturer  and  suppliers 
of  various  smokeless  fuels  that  supplies  of  smokeless  fuels 
would  be  adequate.  The  Order  was  advertised,  therefore, 
for  the  second  time  in  September,  the  area  still  covering  the 
original  45  acres,  but  the  number  of  houses  had  increased  to 
327  and  building  within  the  area  was  still  proceeding. 

Once  again  advice  was  requested  in  a few  cases  on  the 
correct  installation  of  approved  solid  fuel  appliances.  When 
one  sees  the  way  in  which  some  of  these  fireplaces  are  in- 
stalled it  seems  most  unfortunate  that  more  employers  do 
not  send  their  tradesmen  to  one  of  the  courses  arranged  by 
the  Coal  Utilisation  Council  to  instruct  men  on  how  to  install 
appliances  correctly. 

Section  3,  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  requires  that  all  new 
furnaces  other  than  domestic  ones  having  a rating  of  less 
than  55,000  B.Th.U.s  per  hour  shall  be  capable  as  far  as 
pracicable  of  being  operated  continuously,  when  using  the 
fuel  for  which  they  were  designed,  without  the  emission  of 
smoke.  The  Section  also  requires  any  person  installing  such 
a furnace  to  give  notice  of  his  intention.  During  the  year 
only  one  such  notification  was  received  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  all  heating  engineers  known  to  work  in  the  area  had  the 
effect  of  the  Section  brought  to  their  notice.  It  is  obvious 
that  this  particular  Section  of  the  Act  is  not  being  complied 
with. 

Section  95,  Housing  Act,  1964,  amended  the  Clean  Air 
Act  and  in  particular  the  date  from  which  new  dwellings 
could  rank  for  grant  under  a Smoke  Control  Order.  This 
affects  the  houses  within  our  proposed  No.  1 Order  as  all  but 
94  of  these  had  been  erected  since  the  Clean  Air  Act  came 
into  operation  and  were  therefore  not  eligible  previously  for 
grant.  The  Section  also  affects  the  Byelaw  made  under  the 
Clean  Air  Act  and  all  the  builders  and  contractors  working 
in  the  district  were  notified  accordingly. 

Complaints  were  received  about  the  amount  of  smoke 
being  produced  by  some  of  the  heavy  diesel  engined  vehicles 
passing  through  the  town  regularly.  Regulations  have  been 
made  under  the  Road  Traffic  Act,  1930,  making  the  discharge 
from  vehicle  exhausts  as  an  offence  when  it  is  likely  to  cause 
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damage  to  property  or  injury  to  persons.  The  Police  ad- 
minister the  Road  Traffic  Act  and  Regulations  made  under 
it  and  therefore  the  complaints  were  passed  on  to  them. 

Factories. 

There  is  only  one  outworker  in  the  Mold  Urban  District 
and  conditions  at  her  home  were  very  satisfactory. 

We  are  still  having  difficulty  in  persuading  some  factory 
occupiers  to  carry  out  works  necessary  to  make  their  sanitary 
accommodation  comply  with  the  Regulations.  It  may  well 
prove  necessary  to  institute  proceedings  in  one  or  two  cases 
in  order  to  infficate  that  the  Council  intend  this  legislation 
to  be  enforced. 


Number  of  : 
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Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  out-work)  
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Moveable  Dwellings. 

There  are  no  licensed  sites  within  the  area.  The  pos- 
sibility of  acquiring  a suitable  small  site  for  tourists  has  not 
been  abandoned  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  1965  it  may  be  pos- 
sible to  do  something  about  it. 

Public  Conveniences. 

It  has  been  a continual  struggle  throughout  the  year  to 
maintain  the  conveniences  in  Earl  Road  up  to  the  original 
high  standard.  The  free  hand  washing  facilities  along  with 
hot  and  cold  water  and  paper  towels  are  much  appreciated 
by  the  majority  of  persons.  There  still  remain,  however,  a 
few  people  who  seem  unable  to  resist  drawing  and  writing 
on  paintwork  or  damaging  or  stealing  small  fittings. 

The  Grosvenor  Street  conveniences  were  provided  with 
wash  hand  basins  and  a supply  of  cold  water.  It  is  intended 
to  put  in  a supply  of  hot  water  during  1965.  The  artificial 
lighting  is  now  kept  on  from  dusk  to  dawn  every  day  and 
although  this  no  doubt  is  one  of  the  reasons  for  so  much 
damage,  it  is  appreciated  by  some  members  of  the  public. 

Offensive  Trades. 

Conditions  at  the  tripe  boiling  factory  remain  satisfactory 
and  no  complaints  were  received  during  the  year. 

A reduced  number  of  complaints  were  received  about 
noxious  smells  coming  from  the  fat-melting  and  gut-scrap- 
ing works.  An  odour  masking  chemical  is  added  to  the  fat 
and  this  helps  considerably  in  overcoming  nuisances.  Efforts 
to  keep  fly  breeding  to  a minimum  continued  and  were 
reasonably  satisfactory. 

Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

The  Rodent  Operator  spends  a little  over  half  of  his  time 
each  week  on  rodent  work,  the  remainder  of  his  time  is  oc- 
cupied on  looking  after  the  conveniences,  drainage  work, 
etc.  Charges  for  treatments  carried  out  in  business  premises 
were  discontinued  during  the  year  and  as  a consequence  the 
Rodent  Operator  discovered  a number  of  minor  infestations 
which  had  previously  escaped  our  notice.  Test  baiting  of 
10  % of  all  sewer  manholes  again  proved  that  the  sewers  were 
virtually  free  from  rat  infestation.  In  all  308  premises  were 
treated  during  the  year  for  rats  and  mice. 
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Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

There  are  now  only  three  cottages  left  using  a bucket 
latrine.  One  property  is  due  to  be  dealt  with  under  slum 
clearance  when  suitable  alternative  accommodation  can  be 
found  for  the  occupier. 

There  are  also  twenty-four  houses,  seven  bungalows  and 
a factory  not  connected  to  the  public  sewers.  The  drainage 
from  the  factory  and  three  houses  pass  through  a small 
treatment  plant  before  the  effluent  is  discharged  into  the 
river.  The  remaining  twenty-one  houses  discharge  into  sep- 
tic tanks  of  varying  design  and  ability  to  deal  with  the 
drainage  they  receive.  In  nearly  all  cases,  however,  the  pro- 
perties are  either  too  low  to  reach  the  public  sewer  by  gravity 
or  are  situated  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town  well  away  from 
public  sewers  or  other  properties  and  do  not  create  a danger 
to  water  supplies. 

Unfortunately  the  pumping  equipment  required  to  pump 
the  sewage  from  the  seven  Pwllglas  bungalows  to  the  public 
sewer  was  not  installed  during  the  year.  It  has  been  neces- 
sary therefore  to  continue  at  frequent  intervals  to  have  a 
cesspool  emptier  and  clean  out  the  unsatisfactory  septic  tank. 
Similarly  the  works  required  to  alter  the  unsatisfactory 
drainage  arrangements  of  the  two  houses  in  King  Street  was 
not  carried  out  and  conditions  remained  unchanged. 

Work  on  the  scheme  for  renewing  part  of  the  sewerage 
system  and  enlarge  and  modify  the  existing  disposal  works 
has  not  yet  been  commenced.  The  Joint  Committee  set  up 
between  Mold  Urban  and  Holywell  Rural  District  Councils 
thoroughly  discussed  the  problems  involved  and  it  is  hoped 
that  1965  will  see  the  start  of  actual  work. 

In  an  attempt  to  do  something  about  the  strong  influent 
which  gives  trouble  at  times  at  the  disposal  works  I con- 
tinued the  thorough  investigations  in  to  all  trade  effluents 
being  discharged  into  the  public  sewer. 

Six  premises  were  mainly  involved,  there  may  well  be 
more  trade  premises  in  Mold  discharging  other  than  domes- 
tic sewage  to  the  public  sewers,  but  the  amount  is  all  too 
small  to  cause  concern  and  we  have  failed  to  discover  it  to 
date.  Three  samples  were  collected  from  each  of  the  six 
premises  and  showed  in  some  cases  bio-chemical  oxygen 
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demand  in  five  days  at  20  deg.  C.  as  high  as  33,000  p.p.m., 
total  suspended  solids  as  16,900  p.p.m.  and  pH  values  of  over 
11.  The  Dee  and  Clwyd  River  Board  are  holding  up  further 
development  in  the  town  because  of  the  strength  of  the 
effluent  being  discharged  to  the  River  Alyn  and  it  is  neces- 
sary for  the  Council  therefore  to  do  something  to  improve 
matters.  Change  can  only  be  brought  about  by  either  (a) 
constructing  additional  temporary  disposal  works  which  could 
not  be  constructed  quickly  and  which  would  be  relatively 
expensive,  or  (b)  getting  a considerable  improvement  in  the 
strength  of  the  influent  or  sewage  to  be  treated  at  the  works, 
i.e.,  the  quality  of  the  trade  effluent. 

The  Public  Health  (Drainage  of  Trade  Premises)  Act, 
1937,  as  amended  by  the  Public  Health  Act,  1961,  provided 
most  of  the  legislation  which  concerned  us  in  this  case. 
Briefly  an  occupier  of  any  trade  premises  may  discharge  into 
the  public  sewer  trade  effluent,  subject  to  certain  provisions. 
Trade  Premises  are  defined  as  “ any  trade  premises  used  for 
carrying  on  any  trade  or  industry,’  ’and  trade  effluent  as 
“ any  liquid  either  with  or  without  particles  of  matter  in 
suspension  therein,  which  is  wholly  or  in  part  produced  in 
the  course  of  any  trade  or  industry  carried  on  at  trade  pre- 
mises, but  does  not  include  domestic  sewage.”  If  an  occu- 
pier of  trade  premises  wishes  to  discharge  trade  effluent  he 
must  serve  on  the  Council  a Notice  stating  the  composition, 
maximum  rate  of  discharge,  and  highest  temperature  of  the 
effluent.  The  Council  can  give  consent  with  or  without  im- 
posing conditions  or  may  refuse,  subject  to  the  applicant’s 
right  of  appeal  to  the  Minister.  The  Act  of  1937  exempted 
occupiers  of  premises  from  the  need  to  apply  if  they  had 
been  discharging  effluent  of  a similar  composition  and 
quantity  within  the  year  previous  to  March,  1937.  This 
exemption  has  since  been  withdrawn  by  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1961.  A Local  Authority  are  empowered  to  make  char- 
ges for  the  reception  and  disposal  of  trade  effluents,  again 
subject  to  right  to  appeal  to  the  Minister,  although  this  may 
only  be  of  academic  interest  to  us  it  will  no  doubt  affect 
Holywell  Rural  District  Council.  Approximate  costs  were 
worked  out  based  on  the  Mogden  Formula  and  these  varied 
from  £81  p.a.  to  £1,710  p.a.  per  premises. 

The  Minister  in  a Circular  stressed  that  when  a Council 
decided  to  impose  charges  they  should  ensure  that  the  way 
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in  which  the  charges  are  arrived  at  are  fully  explained.  The 
Council  therefore  decided  that,  although  we  were  primarily 
concerned  with  getting  the  strength  of  the  various  effluents 
reduced  and  not  in  obtaining  money,  a Sub-Committee 
should  meet  the  traders  concerned  and  explain  the  position. 

It  took  until  December  to  get  all  the  traders  to  submit 
Trade  Effluent  Notices. 

The  same  month  the  Health  Committee  accepted  the  fol- 
lowing list  of  conditions  which  would  be  attached  to  all  “ Con- 
sent to  Discharge  ” Notices.  The  recommended  conditions, 
varied  slightly  depending  upon  the  trade  involved,  applied 
in  all  cases. 

1.  No  metals  or  metal  compounds,  sulphides,  sulphates, 
cyanides  or  any  other  substance  harmful  to  bacterial 
life,  the  fabric  of  the  sewer  or  the  sewage  workers  shall 
be  discharged. 

2.  The  total  suspended  solids  shall  not  at  any  time  exceed 
500  parts  per  million. 

3.  Any  effluent  having  a strength  exceeding  400  parts  per 
million  bio-chemical  oxygen  demand  in  5 days  at  20 
deg.  C.  shall  be  charged  for  at  the  rate  of  1 /4d.  per 
1,000  gallons  for  each  400  parts  per  million  or  parts 
thereof  in  excess  of  the  first  400  parts  per  million.  Ac- 
counts will  be  rendered  quarterly  and  shall  be  paid 
within  one  month  of  being  received. 

4.  At  no  time  shall  the  effluent  exceed  1,600  parts  per 
million  bio-chemical  oxygen  demand  in  5 days  at  20 
deg.  C. 

5.  Adequate  and  reasonably  accessible  facilities  shall  be 
provided  for  sampling  of  the  effluent. 

6.  The  Authorised  Officer  of  the  Council  or  his  Accredited 
Representative  shall  have  freedom  at  all  reasonable 
times  to  examine  all  meter  or  measuring  devices  in 
order  to  ascertain  the  flow  of  water  to  the  works  or  the 
amount  of  effluent  leaving  the  works  and  to  take  sam- 
ples for  the  purpose  of  examination  and  analysis. 

7.  The  pH  value  shall  not  be  less  than  6 or  more  than  9. 
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These  conditions  shall  come  into  operation  from  1st 
July,  1965,  and  shall  be  subject  to  revision  two  years  from 
that  date. 

These  standard  conditions  are  sufficient  to  cover  the 
Cattle  Market,  Cattle  Vehicle  Washing  Bay,  the  Dairy  in 
Ruthin  Road  and  the  Slaughterhouse. 

In  the  case  of  the  Wrexham  Street  Works  of  T.  Kinsey 
Limited  (Tripe  Boiling),  the  following  additional  conditions 
were  recommended  : — 

The  maximum  temperature  of  the  effluent  shall  not  ex- 
ceed 65  deg.  F. 

Where  the  Bromfield  Works  of  T.  Kinsey  Limited  are 
concerned,  in  addition  to  all  the  conditions  mentioned  above 
it  was  recommended  that  the  following  be  added 

There  shall  be  installed  a meter  or  some  other  approved 
measuring  device  which  will  accurately  measure  the  amount 
of  water  being  pumped  to  the  works  or  alternatively  the 
total  flow  of  the  effluent  from  the  works. 

Towards  the  end  of  August  complaints  were  received 
about  an  obnoxious  smell  coming  from  the  River  Alyn  in  the 
vicinity  of  Lead  Mills.  On  investigation,  the  colour  and  state 
of  the  river,  also  the  smell,  seemed  very  similar  to  what  it 
was  two  years  ago  when  we  had  considerable  trouble  with 
pollution.  I notified  the  Pollution  Officer  of  the  Dee  and 
Clwyd  River  Board,  and  he  subsequently  replied  that  the 
condition  of  the  river  appeared  to  be  caused  by  the  in- 
efficiency of  the  land  irrigation  from  certain  premises  along- 
side it.  However,  no  polluting  discharges  were  being  made 
and  the  Pollution  Officer  said  they  would  watch  the  matter 
carefully. 

The  condition  of  the  Alyn  subsequently  deteriorated  and 
it  was  necessary  to  visit  the  premises  concerned  with  the  Pol- 
lution Officer  and  submit  samples  of  the  water  for  analysis. 
The  firm  concerned  called  in  Consultants  for  advice,  and  it 
was  left  with  these  Consultants  to  put  forward  proposals  for 
overcoming  this  recurring  trouble. 
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Housing. 

Work  on  the  74  houses  and  flats,  which  form  the  contract 
Bryn  Gwalia  Stage  8,  proceeded  satisfactorily  and  the  bulk 
were  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year.  30  Demolition 
Orders  and  27  Closing  Orders  were  made  and  confirmed,  and 
nearly  all  the  occupants  of  the  properties  involved  have  been 
rehoused. 

Due  to  the  embargo  on  new  development  imposed  by 
the  River  Board  because  of  our  sewage  disposal  difficulties, 
private  building  showed  signs  of  slowing  down.  Undoubtedly 
next  year  there  will  be  a considerable  reduction  in  the  num- 
ber of  new  houses  completed  as  Contractors  are  being  held 
up  now  at  the  planning  and  development  stage  for  new  sites. 

Applications  for  eleven  discretionary  and  one  standard 
grant  were  approved  during  the  year.  Mold  has  not  got  a 
very  high  proportion  of  houses  of  a type  suitable  for  im- 
provement and  without  the  necessary  amenities.  This  is  the 
reason  why  the  number  of  grants  made  may  sometimes 
appear  low  in  comparison  with  other  Authorities  of  a similar 
size. 

Food  Samples. 

As  the  Flintshire  County  Council  are  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Authority  for  this  area,  routine  food  samples  are  taken  by 
Mr.  E.  Lewis,  County  Public  Health  Inspector,  and  I am  in- 
debted to  him  for  the  following  information. 


Description 
of  Article. 

No.  of 
Samples 
taken. 

Genuine. 

Not  Genuine 

or  below 
standard. 

Milk 

8 

8 

— 

Alcoholic  Drinks 

3 

3 

— 

Ice  Cream  and  Lollies 

6 

3 

2 

Fruit  and  Vegetables 

10 

10 

— 

Miscellaneous  Groceries 

15 

14 

1 

3 
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Successful  proceedings  were  instituted  in  respect  of  a 
sample  of  sausages  which  contained  a metal  clip.  The  labels 
used  on  two  samples  of  ice  lollies  did  not  comply  with  the 
Labelling  of  Food  Order  and  a warning  letter  was  sent  to  the 
manufacturer. 

Ten  samples  of  fruit  and  vegetables  were  examined  for 
pesticides  and  fungicides.  All  were  satisfactory. 

All  samples  of  raw  milk  tested  for  bovine  tuberculosis 
and  brucella  abortus  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Health  Education. 

Many  Organisations  were  spoken  to  on  various  health 
topics,  including  Home  Safety,  Textiles  and  Health,  Atmos- 
pheric Pollution,  Food  Hygiene  and  Litter.  Very  short  on 
the  spot  talks  to  food  handlers  appear  to  carry  much  more 
emphasis  and  do  more  good  than  formal  talks.  The  Central 
Council  for  Health  Education  brought  one  of  their  mobile 
units  to  Mold  for  a day.  The  purpose  of  the  unit  was  to 
publicise  the  effects  of  smoking  on  health. 

General. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Dr.  D.  J.  Fraser  for  his  unfailing 
support,  also  to  Mr.  I.  W.  Price  and  Miss  Blackwell  both  of 
whom  helped  considerably  in  the  work  described  in  this 


Yours  faithfully, 

C.  R.  CRESSWELL, 

Public  Health  Inspector. 
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